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E v e r r d a r v o ca b u la w b o o ste r s
T h e m o r e d i ff er en t w o r cl s

you r y ou n gster h ears, th e big-
ger h er vocabu lary w il l grow
T hatE im p orta n t. b ecau se a
stron g vocabu lary giv es h er a
head star t on reading an d w r i t-
i n g. H elp h er l earn n ew w ords
each d ay w i th these ti ps
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Co m m e n t

TaLk abou t w hat you re
d o ing or th in k in g w h en
y o u p l ay vvi th y ou r
ch i ld . I i you're p lay in g

      

  

     
       
      
     

    

ai rp or t, y ou m igh t say
' T h e pi lot is lan chn g h er p lan e
on th e runway ." O r if you're bu ildin g
w ith b lock s, y ou cou ld tell h er, "l 'm
m ak ing a tall tow er - i tb a shy scraper.'

     
   

A d d o n

L ook for opportu n ities to er<pand on
w hat your you ngster says, using less
fam iliar words. l f she says, "l m coloring
t h e s n o w m an b s c a r f r e d -b lu e -r e d -b l u e "

 

 

m aybe you'll add, I Like how you're a lter
nating th e colors to create a pattem ." O r
w h en she shares a funny story abou t her
day you m igh t reply, T hat's hiIar iow

       

      

E x o la i n

O ffer a k id-fr ien dly d efin i tion w h en
y ou r ch i l d ask s w h at a w ord m ean s.

("F estive descr ibes som eth in g that feels
ch eerful an d special ." ) T h en . give an
ex am pl e th a t's m ean i n gfu l to h er . ("You r

bir rhday party w as very f estive." ) r p: i f
y o u do n 't k n ow w h at a w ord m eans,
look i t u p in th e diction ary or on l ine
togeth er - she'll see that y ou r vocabu -
lary is sti U grow ing , too !V

a m na n  
A fe w r n in u t es i s a l l i t ta k e s t o c o n n e c t w i t h

y ou r ch i ld w h en Ii fe gets bu sy C onsider th ese
su geesti ou ;

. E at a leisu rely b reak fast w i th y our ' td e on e
A sk w hat heS look in g torw ard to th at clay,
an d tell h im abou t y ou r ow n plans

. D eclare ran dom h ug breakS. Ev eryon e stops r
w hat th ey re doing and gives each other a squeeze (or tw o or three)

. H old a laughing contest. W ho can laugh the loudest, qu ietest. highest)and deepest!
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. Set aside tim e to sn uggl e an d tell fam Uy stories

. Rem em ber to say, "I love you . Sim ply hear ing those th ree w ords rem inds your
y o u n gster th at h e's im po rtan t l l,
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' -

( .  
r

i
L

l

(

!   ^
 l  

c  ^
l

 

r

. ' .    
 L l  l

l

. L

 _ ;  
! J . . !

' (

l

L  

 F
L

' i

i

l J

r   . l l

'

 

l Y

. t
T

l l

l
< '

- l

 

'

l

.

. ~

.
'  

  - f

.  H  

r i

'

r

L



  D e f e m b e r ( ) *+ ^ P a g e (

Ce l e b r a t e

d iv e r s ity
E x p l or e th e w or ld 's cu l tu res i n

w ays you r ch ild can u n derr tan d by
discov er ing toods an d gam es trom
o th e r la n d s . H e r e's h o w

Fo od s. T h e n ex t tim e you an d
y ou r y ou n gster gro cery sh o p,
i n v i t e h i m t o c h o o s e o n e i te m

fr o m th e i n te r n a ti o n a l a i s l e

Read th e pack age to see w here

i t's from , or look it up onl i ne.
M ay be y ou'U lear n th at roti

is a k ind of bread thats pop-
u lar in l nd ia. As you eat it
ask h im to com pare i t to

 

th e bread you no l ly
buy - he m igh t say th at
r o t i is f la t te r . l d e& ^ P r i n t o u t

a w or ld map , an d let you r
chi ld color each cou n ny
y ou try a food from .

F a m i ly p h o to p u zz le s

G am es. Yo u r y ou n gster
m ay be su rp r ised tha t k i ds

arou n d th e w or ld p lay gam es
sirn i lar to those he enj oys. For instance, ctdldren in Chile play
a version of Duck , Duck , G oose (Corre, cowe Ia guaraca), and
youngstes in the Phi l ippines play a gam e simi lar to Leapfrog
(L u i song ba ka). To fi nd m ore ideas, search on lin e for "ch i l -

Prin t ex tra
and help your      
create j igsaw    
discri m in ado   
w hi le she pu t

M a tw k :   
g lue, ca Pidboa n

 

l D r a w

l i n e s t o

d i v i d e e a c h

p i c tu r e i n to
s e v e r a l r o w s

a n d c o l u m n s

 

(. H ave you r    
apar t al o n g th 

dren s garn es around the w orld, or read library books. r hen
p ick a few to p lay as a fam ily  

X A sk h er to
r eau cm bl e th e p ictu res. Su ggest that sh e
look for clu es abou t w here to place each
p iece. F or i nstan ce. tw o pi eces th a t sh ow
part of h er cousin's blu e dress m ay go
n e x t t o e a c h o t h e r

 

         

         
        
        
       
         
             

               
                 
 
 

d . O n ce y ou r ch i l d k n ow s w h ere al l th e

p ieces belon g, let her rebui ld th e pic-
tu res by glu ing each on e on to a piece
o f c a r d b o a r d . l

Y o u r t u rn , m Y t u rn
You r y ou n gster n eeds to u k e tu r ns i n

al I so r ts o f si t u a ti o n s, w h e th er sh e s

w ai ti n g fo r a dr in k a t th e w ater
fou n tain or a board p lay ing
gam e wn th a fri en d. W eave

tu m -tak ing in to h er dai ly rou -
t i n e w i t h t h es e i d e a s ^

       
    

    

  

        
   

 

 

O ()*+ Resoune s fw Educators. a dl ion of CCH lncorporated

. A t din n er, give each per son at th e
table a tu r n to talk w i th ou t i n ter r up tion

Yo u can p ass aro u n d

a sp ecial obj ect l ik e a

. E rp lain w hy y our ch il d has to
w ai t h er tu rn . F or exam ple, in
the m or n ing, you m igh t p o in t
o u t t h a r h e r b r o t h e r w i l l b r u s h

h i s te e th fi r s t b e c a u s e h i s b u s

c o m e s e a r l i e r t h a n h e r s

T h e n i t l l b e h e r t u r n

pap er w ei gh t- on ly
the person h old ing th e
i tem m ay speak

. Tak e tum s du ri n g
y o u r y o u n g s te r s

b ed ti m e r o u d n e , to o

W hi le you read alou d
y ou cou l d say, "You
tur n th e th is tim e. page

I'U tu rn th e n ex t page." l



j


